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Advocacy

What is advocacy and why is it important?

Discover the advocacy happening all around you right now that you




#replenisnKRRE




Restaurants

Tell Your Elected Officials to Replenish the RRF

The Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RRF) has been an
incredibly effective recovery tool for the restaurant
industry, but for too many owners, the $28.6 billion in
funding won’t last long enough for them receive a dollar
in disaster funding. The SBA estimates that they need at
least an additional $50 billion just to fund the
applications submitted before the application portal
was closed.

Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ), Senator Roger Wicker
(R-MS), Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), and
Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) have introduced
the RRF Replenishment Act, which directs $60 billion in
funding to the SBA, allowing them to complete the
mission and provide sorely needed recovery dollars for
the restaurant industry.

Many here in Washington think that the return to indoor
dining means that the restaurants will be fully back to
normal within a few months. The truth is that this
industry is incredibly vulnerable and faces a long path to
recovery. We need this bill.

Please add your voice, share your perspective, and
together we can move Congress to support our favorite

local restaurants.

Thank you!

Welcome Back!

Jonathan J.
Middletown, CT 06457

Wrong Information?

% Send Email

Sending to: (minimize)
’ Rep. Rosa DelLauro
) v:(v J D-CT
N\

Sen. Chris Murphy
D-CT

Sen. Richard Blumenthal
D-CT

As a part of the restaurant industry and your
constituent, | urge you to cosponsor the
Restaurant Revitalization Fund Replenishment Act.
The RRF has been an incredibly effective recovery

tool for restaurants. However, for too many
operators, the $28.B allocated in the American
Rescue Plan won't last long enough for them
receive a dime in disaster funding.

Sincerely,
Jonathan J.

v Send me emails about this campaign
v Send me text messages about this campaign
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Advocacy Is an activity by an individual or group

that aims to influence decisions within political,
economic, and social institutions.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_(philosophy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Individual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advocacy_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decision_making
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Where to start”

 Nobody understanding the catering industry. Sometimes not even
caterers!

* As an industry, we are very easy to marginalize and dismiss.
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ADVOCACY ABOUT US MEMBERS SERVSAFE FOUNDATION EVENTS DIRECTORY

CRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman
Dan Meiser
Oyster Club | Engine Room | Grass & Bone | Stone Acres Farm | Nana's Bakery & Pizza

Vice-Chairman
Jonathan Jennings
Pavilion Catering | CT Wedding Group

Secretary
Philip Barnett
Hartford Restaurant Group

Treasurer
Keith Beaulieu
The Main Pub - Grille, Taps, Music

Legislative Chairman
Tim Adams
J. Timothy's Taverne




/JWJ / Together, we serve
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Revitalization Fund CT Restaurant Relief Fund

\ \ Secured access to Increased industry support with

' §70+B #saveCTrestaurants
@ in PPP Loans Media Campaign

(); ‘SpAmhes | Helped to pass Executive Order to
+5) $165K EXPAND OUTDOOR
Q Employee Rellef Fund . || DINING OPTIONS

Created the first COVID-19

CDNNECT|CUT - N\ Saved restaurants
—| RESTAURANT . $15.7B
|~ & PROMISE @/ with PPP deductibility

\/,, ‘ Ordered up 00
&I EEETAILS g: > EXPANDED ERTC

TO-GO

to support employment

We're not done! See our updates at CTRESTAURANT,.org



CONNECTICUT
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PROTECTING EMPLOYEES & GUESTS

TAKE THE VIEW PROMISE CATERERS AND
PROMISE RESTAURANTS PRIVATE EVENTS




Connecticut Restaurant Association is at CT Wedding Group.
W Favorites - December 6, 2020 - Middletown - &

Our industry is bigger than just restaurants, as our caterers and private event companies have
been hit harder than almost anyone. CT Wedding Group is just one example of an incredible CT
events industry that needs our support to help them make it through these challenging times! As
our vice chair of the CRA, Jonathan Jennings continues to fight everyday for this industry and we
ask each of you to text SaveCTRestaurants to 52886! #saveCTrestaurants #saveCTevents

#CTweddings ... See More
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MAKING WEDDING DAY DREAMS COME TRUE!
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PRIVATE EVENT INDUSTRY
HOPES FOR REOPENING

Lamont expects announcement soon on expanded indoor
gatherings as cancellations continue at alarming rate
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Connecticut Restaurant Association is in Connecticut.
W Favorites - February 12 - %

Great article by Mike Hamad in the Hartford Courant this morning highlighting our letter to
legislative leaders pleading that we need a plan and future date for indoor capacity increases to
help the CT private event industry survive!

Even though Restaurants is in our association name, many people forget that many of our
members are caterers and private event venues who have been devastated by this
pandemic...also the majority of our restaurants have a catering license and r... See More




Blumenthal Wants S60 Billion Added To Restaurant
Revitalization Fund

By Mike Massaro « Published July 12, 2021 « Updated on July 12, 2021 at 7:01 pm
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1. United States 39 41 33=]S
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Connecticut Restaurant Association is at The Barns At Wesleyan Hills.
W Favorites - September 16, 2020 - Middletown - £¢

Thank you to Office of Governor Ned Lamont and DECD Commissioner Lehman for speaking with
industry leaders this afternoon to help put together a plan for increasing private event and
restaurant capacities for the fall/winter! Special thanks to Jonathan Jennings and Tom McDowell

of CT Wedding Group for hosting all of us!
#CTrestaurants #IndustryofOpportunity #CTevents #CateringPrivateEventAlliance #CTeats

#CTbites
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Webinar: Webinar:

(ONNECTIQUT, | Restaurant Industry CONNECTICUT CRA Industry Update
Restanrant Update, CDC Mask /QW on Reopening with
ASS0CIATION Guidance. RRF ASSOCIATION DECD Commissioner
#CTDrinksOnUs & More David Lehman

FRIDAY, MAY 14 nksOnls FRIDAY, APRIL 23
J:00 a.m. o | comrn 9AM

. 4 \ 4
& ‘ | 2% (Connecticut
. ‘ i . |
¢ . w OnNecticuc
- - Department of Economic and
Scott Doich

h Community Development David Lehman

Executive Director Commissioner Dir. of Branding & Executive Director Commissioner
CT Restaurant Association CT DECD Interim Tourism Director CT Restaurant Association CT DECD
CT DECD

Click Here To Register Click Here To Register



Connecticut Restaurant Association is in Connecticut.
W Favorites - September 24, 2020 - £

Governor Lamont just announced a plan to move to Phase lll on October 8. Restaurant indoor

dining capacity increases to 75%, indoor private events increase to 100 people and outdoor
private events increase to 150 people!

#CTrestaurants #CTevents #CTcaterers #CTeats #CTbites #IndustryofOpportunity
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Gove'nndn AN ES MOVE TO PHASE Il ON OCTOBER 8
INDOOR DINING INCREASE - 50% to 75%
INDOOR EVENT INCREASE -25t0 100 *

OUTDOOR EVENT INCREASE - 100to 150 *

*60% Capacity Limit for Event Venues

Connecticut Restaurant Association is in Connecticut.
W Favorites - February 20 - £#

ALERT: We were just informed that the event capacity increase on March 19 will now be total

GUEST COUNT and will not need to include front of house staff in the total number!

#saveCTevents #CTevents #CTrestaurants #saveCTrestaurants #CTweddings #GuestCount

CONNECTICUT
/QW

ASSOCIATION

IR

S ' PP——
UPDATE ON MARCH 19 EVENT INCREASE:

CAPACITY LIMITS WILL NOW BE GUEST COUNT

Indoor Event: 100 | Outdoor Event: 200
(Venue Must Be 50% Capacity or Less)




Connecticut Restaurant Association
W Favorites - December 2, 2020 - $#

To join the conversation, please enter the WebEx meeting on Thursday, December 3rd at 11AM
using Meeting number: 199 624 3991 and Meeting password: cJ2fdHMGz33.
https://senate . webex.com/senate/|.php...

CONNECTICUT
/QW

ASS0CHATION

Conversation with Senator Blumenthal &
CT Restaurant Owners/0Operators

Thursday, December 3
11:00 a.m.

Join Senator Blumenthal and the CT

Restaurant Association for a conversation
regarding the ongoing Federal response to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The conversation
will take place virtually via WebEX,
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bUBLIC AFFAIRs N FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

BRIEFPSCE‘.II;III(éz RESTAURANT
= REVITALIZATION GRANTS

:7:\e (e1:{0]V), IDI ELIGIBILITY

1. Who is an “eligible entity” for Restaurant Revitalization Fund

On March 11, the American Grants (RRFG)?
Rescue Plan Act of 2021
created the $28.6 billion Entities that own a place of business where the public or patrons assemble for the
Restaurant Revitalization primary purpose of being served food or drink, including a:
Fund to provide grants
for restaurants sustaining » Restaurant, Food Stangl, Food Truck, Food Cart;
e Em G T * Snack and Nonalcoholic Beverage Bar;
, » Caterer;
COVIDA29 panciemkc « Bar, Lounge, Saloon, Tavern;
On April 17, the U.S. Small * An Inn;

Business Administration * Brewery, Brewpub, Microbrewery, Taproom, Tasting room;*

(SBA) issued the necessary

:“l‘.‘" ame .l“ A e sSus s -"L:““

 Bakery;*
* Winery;*
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The Restaurant Revitalization Fund
has been completely depleted.

Join our call for additional RRF funding! Tell
your legislator to co-sponsor the RRF
Replenishment Act TODAY!

CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKER




CT EVENT INDUSTRY
COALITION







Connecticut Restaurant Association
W Favorites - February 11 - £#

Joint ask to safely reopen indoor events! Read CRA letter to Governor here:
https://mcusercontent.com/.../CT_Event_Industry_Letter_to...

(UHNL(TI(UTZ
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ASSOCIATION

CTEVENT INDUSTRY COALITION
Letter to Governor Lamont & Legislative Leaders

The CT Restaurant Association, along with the CT Event Industry Coalition and
CT Convention & Sports Bureau have released a letter to Governor Lamont and

legislative leaders today asking to set a specific date for the reopening of
indoor events of at least 150 guests.




LIVE

EVENTS
COALITION

ABOUT THE LIVE EVENTS COALITION

The Live Events Coalition is a volunteer-run, nonpartisan, not for
profit national coalition of live event and entertainment
businesses, their employees, and independent contractors. The
Coalition provides advocacy, resources, and a network for the 12
million live events professionals across 50 states.

www.liveeventscoalition.org



LIVE

EVENTS
COALITION

Meetings Local Team Sports
Conferences Marathons
Product Launches Tournaments
Media/Brand Activations Rodeos
Trade Shows
Consumer Shows
Grand Openings
Company Parties

FAIRS + FESTIVALS

Art Weddings
Music Mitzvahs
Carnivals Anniversaries
Circuses Graduations
Expositions



Independent
T r Restaurant MISSION UPDATES v RESOURCES v TAKE ACTION JOIN
Coalition

CONGRESS MUST

Congress must refill the Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RRF) to ensure every independent
restaurant and bar can survive and thrive.

TAKE ACTION TODAY

SHARE YOUR STORY




Independent
f T Restaurant

Coalition

The restaurant and bar community formed the Independent
Restaurant Coalition (IRC) to save the independent restaurants
and bars and the 11 million people we employ — and the 5
million workers up and down the food supply and chain — who
are affected by COVID-19. The IRC was founded on the simple
belief that our small businesses have the power to affect
legislative change if we unite our voices.

Our mission is to provide a strong, unified voice on legislative,
regulatory, and policy issues that affect the restaurant industry;
and provide advocacy, advice, networking and information to
members.



Restggrcmt
Coalition

1T Independent

WAYS TO TAKE ACTION

The Restaurant Revitalization Fund portal is now closed. On June 10th, members of Congress introduced the Restaurant
Revitalization Fund Replenishment Act to add $60 billion dollars to the fund to support independent restaurants and bars. We're
advocating for the program to be refilled so that everyone who needs relief can access it.

Here’s how you can help this bill become law:

POST ON SOCIAL: Share this graphic on social media and tag your reps using this caption: Restaurant Revitalization Fund
grants are helping rebuild our industry, but many independent restaurants and bars are still struggling. Congress must refill the

fund to make sure all eligible businesses are able to access relief as soon as possible. Join me in urging Congress to
#ReplenishRRF at 202-224-3121.

TAKEOUT FLYERS: Print out flyers (B&W here) to include with takeout orders. We need our customers to know that
independent restaurants and bars are still struggling and need relief from Congress. We also want to encourage our customers
to take action, too.

HANG A POSTER: Put a poster up at your business (B&W here). Stay visible—our fight to #SaveRestaurants isn’t over.

CALL CONGRESS: Call your members of Congress at the Capitol switchboard to explain how critical this program is for your
business: 202-224-3121.

EMAIL YOUR REPS: It only takes a minute here—fill in your information to send a custom email to your members of Congress.

MORE OUTREACH: Read our congressional outreach guide to learn more about how to tell your representatives in
Congress to #ReplenishRRF.




Independent
Restaurant
Coalition

~ T0 #REPLENISHRRF ~

APPETIZER

Visit saverestaurants.com/take-action
to email your reps in Congress — 1 min.

ENTREE

Call your reps at 202-224-3121 and tell them
to support the bill to #ReplenishRRF — 5 min.

DESSERT

Spread the word by sharing this
post with your network — 30 sec.




Tell Congress to Refill the Restaurant Revitalization Fund

Independent restaurants and bars across the country are still in crisis. Congress must pass the bipartisan
Restaurant Revitalization Fund Replenishment Act, which would add $60B to the Restaurant Revitalization
Fund (RRF) to support independent restaurants and bars. Fill in the information below to automatically
send emails to your members of Congress:

Take future action with a single click.
Log in or Sign up for FastAction

#fastaction  ©

Independent
Restaurant
COO'ItIOn First Name Last Name

Details Messages Confirmation

Street Address

Postal Code State/Province

- State -




SAVE

RESTAURANTS

These leaders are hearing you. They understand neighborhood restaurants and
bars around the country are in crisis. Don't just take our word for it, read what
these Senators said yourself.

This legislation is fair; it is smart; it is right. We will get economic payback over
and over and over again from keeping these restaurants going because they
employ so many people, contract with so many independent suppliers and
others. It just makes such sense. It's almost cruel to tell these restaurants
you're on your own now. — Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

Congress cannot mistake the hopeful signs of recovery for proof that
restaurants are back to where they were before the pandemic. Restaurants
nationwide remain buried under more than 18 months of debt and they are
struggling to rehire staff and purchase supplies. — Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD)

The Restaurant Revitalization Fund provided a lifeline for America’s small and
independent restaurants, but the initial amount Congress provided was not
enough to meet demand. — Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS)

Make no mistake—this is a positive sign, but we have more work to do. It is
crucial that we keep on telling our representatives our story.

Every call, every email, and every action makes a difference. Check out our
lobby guide, call your members of Congress at (202) 224-3121, and tell
them to refill the RRF.

Whether you are one of the over 177,000 applicants who did not receive relief,
one of the fortunate few who received this vital grant, or a diner who wants your
favorite local business to survive the pandemic, the message is the same. We
must tell Congress to refill the RRF.

Let’s advocate. Together.




Create an Account - Increase your productivity, customize your experience, and engage in information you care about.

MIDDLE TOVVN

CONNECTICUT

COVID-19 Resources | Want To... Government Services Visitors Contact Us

How can we help?

You are here: Home » Government > Mayor's Office

Contact Us
About Us

Mayor's Office

Benjamin Florsheim

Agendas & Minutes SETEED

A Message from Mayor Ben Florsheim

Welcome to the City of Middletown’s website! Here, you will find an abundance of
information about our city and links to municipal services, including the ability to pay bills
and request assistance from departments. If there is anything that | or my staff can
personally assist you with, please don'’t hesitate to get in touch.

Email

Boards & Commissions Roster

Bobbye Knoll Peterson

Boards & Commissions A-C Chief of Staff

b | Email
- |

Middletown is a vibrant,

Boards & Commissions D - L : .
diverse community, and we
pride ourselves on how

d L

Linda DeSena

Boards & Commissions M - P

Boards & Commissions R -Z

Budget

City Charter & Ordinances

Common Council

Communitv Particination

much we have to offer to
visitors and residents alike:
great schools, a thriving
economy, strong
neighborhoods, beautiful
parks and open spaces, and
an iconic downtown. Thank
you for visiting our website,
and we hope to see you soon!

Contact

Appointment requests to see the Mayor and general questions may be emailed to the

Executive Assistant

Email

Joy Collins
Executive Assistant ||

Email

Diana Fragomeni

Administrative Secretary llI
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Office of Governor Ned Lamont
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Jonathan Jennings
e July7 -9

While it's great that 1,000 restaurants and caterers in Connecticut have received crucial funding
from the RRF program ... we can't forget there are 2,000 others in Connecticut that have not and

250,000 across that country that have been left behind. Congress must act to replenish the RRF
before more Connecticut businesses fail.

Chris Murphy
Senator Richard Blumenthal

LUNUREDD-

REFILL THE
RESTAURANT

REVITALIZATION
FUND fit e




Jonathan Jennings
¥o July13at6:40 PM -

This story does a good job of illustrating how badly wedding and event facilities were hurt during
the pandemic. For the Connecticut wedding and event companies that received RRF funding, I'm
thrilled. They deserve it and desperately need it.

For those that haven't, Congress needs to take action to help these companies get back on their
feet and fully recover from more than a year of shut down. And also to address the unintended
consequence of creating a system that badly ... See More
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COURANT.COM

Hard-hit wedding, catering businesses top Connecticut recipients of restaurant
relief grants




1",‘: Jonathan Jennings
D

False hope is worse than no hope at all. Congress must replenish the RRF and keep their promise
to the tens of thousands of restaurants and caterers left out in the cold.

THECOUNTER.ORG

“It feels like a punishment”: The Restaurant Revitalization Fund was supposed to
help businesses recover from the pandemic. It's plunging them into financial...
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Restaurant Revitalization Fund ends with two-thirds of Connecticut restaurants
still waiting for help, SBA report says




Jonathan Jennings
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Thanks Senator Schumer for publicly talking about the need for replenishment of
the RRF. More than 2,000 Connecticut small businesses and 175,000 across the
country desperately need this funding.

Hoping {0 see many more co-sponsors tomorrow.

Don’t see your Senator? Want to help? Text REPLENISH to 52886 and ask your
senators to support local small business.
Senator Richard Blumenthal

Chris Murphy
Connecticut Restaurant Associlation




How to get started

* ook to build your personal and professional network. Your network can never
be too large.

 Decide "how" involved you are willing to be.




How avold common mistakes

 Be nice! (No, seriously

* Thank elected officials for their service. (They really do have hard
Jobs
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